To:
PSE Coordinator/Manager

From:
FNESC Post-Secondary Sub-Committee (PSSC)

April 28, 2006

Re:
Data Collection -BC Post-Secondary Education Students

Introduction

As part of the ongoing national Post-Secondary Education (PSE) Review, the PSSC is working to collect accurate data to reflect the picture of deferred (wait listed) and under funded Post Secondary Education students in the BC region.  

Background

The Post Secondary Education Review Working Group is working to collect accurate data to substantiate the Assembly of First Nations’ last known figure of deferred post-secondary education students, which are approximately 10,000 deferred students across Canada.  Accurate data will aid in developing the business case, which is needed to prove the need to increase the funding for the new Post-Secondary Education Student Support Program (PSSSP).

For this reason, the FNESC Post-Secondary Sub-Committee requests communities’ assistance to collect an accurate picture of the number of the deferred (waitlisted) students in the BC Region. 

INAC’s definition of a deferred student is:

A deferred student is an eligible applicant who has been refused support for lack of funds in the PSE program.  An eligible applicant is one who has:

1. Submitted an application for financial support;

2. Has provided documentary proof that he/she is a Canadian status Indian or Canadian Inuit; and

3. Has provided documentary proof of acceptance into an eligible program of studies at a recognized institution.

The requirement that the deferred student must show they have successfully been accepted into a PSE program creates a financial and emotional hardship.  Based on consultation with First Nations, this definition does not meet the needs of students, nor does it accurately reflect all communities’ situations.  The BC First Nations therefore suggested the following change in the national definition for the purposes of collecting standard, comparable data.

The revised PSSC definition of Deferred Student will require that:

1. The student submits an application for PSE financial support.

2. The student provides documented proof that he/she is a Canadian Status Indian or Canadian Inuit; and

3. The student provides documented proof that he/she has the prerequisites for entrance into an eligible program of studies at a recognized institution, as outlined by the current PSSSP Guidelines.

(N.B. – The term ‘Deferred student’ is the same as ‘Waitlisted student’)

The PSSC is also interested in collecting data on:

· The number of students who are funded at a lower than allowable living allowance, according to INAC guidelines (under funded), and 

· The number of students who are not eligible for funding due to their wish to attend programs which are not eligible under current INAC guidelines (i.e. trades training).

Please provide the numbers of your Band’s Deferred, under funded and Ineligible Program Student numbers based on the categories outlined on page 3.  Your community’s input will be compiled in a provincial summary report to develop an accurate picture for the BC Region.  Your community’s information will not be shared individually in any way. 

The PSSC would like to thank you for your assistance.

PSSC - Post-Secondary Education Student Data Collection

Please complete, based on current information, and return form to FNESC attn. PSSC.
	Category of Deferral
	Clarification/comments
	Number 
	Comments

	1. Number of deferred PSE students based on the revised definition above
	This will be based on actual students on file as of June 30, 2006.
	
	

	2. Number of students who applied but were denied funding due to local or national policies.
	(As above)
	
	

	3. Number of complete PSE applications for 2006/07?


	
	
	

	4. Number of incomplete PSE applications for 2006/07?


	This number would reflect students who started the process, but withdrew.  You will need some documentation for these students.
	
	

	5. Number of students who were waitlisted the previous year, and choose not to attend this academic year.
	
	
	

	6. Total number of students funded 2006/07 using INAC PSE funding?
	Indicate Full-time and Part-time students.
	
	

	7. Estimate the number of people who do not apply because they believe there is no money and figure “what is the point”
	This is an estimate.
	
	

	8. The number of students your community funds for PSE out of other sources, i.e. economic ventures, rather than PSE funds
	Some communities are able to fund additional students from other community sources.
	
	


	9. Estimate the number of students who are funded below the INAC maximum allowable living allowances (under funded student). 


	Maximum Monthly Living Allowances

Single student living at home 
Total     $421/mo

Single student living away from home 

Total   $1011/mo

Single parent (excluding costs of child)
Total.       $1,287
Married student & spouse (excluding costs for child)
Total.   ...$1,996
*Costs for each child (wholly dependent relative)
Total ..........$540


	
	

	10. The number of students who do not qualify for PSE funding according to the current guidelines because they:

· Are interested in trades/vocational programs which are not eligible
	
	
	

	· Do not meet the one year Canadian residency requirement
	
	
	

	· Other (please specify)


	
	
	


Additional comments:

If you have questions or need clarification about how to complete the form, please contact a member of the Post-Secondary Sub-Committee.
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Please collect the above data from your community and return this form to:

FNESC 

Attn. Post-Secondary Sub-Committee

Fax Number 1-604-925-6097

All individual community information will be held in strict confidence and only a summary report will be produced.

Deferred Student Form
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